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CONGRESSIONAL
»riKOU lit MB. SKUL,

or TICNNmxB,
\in the Coinjtromue bill; tUhmred tin the Senate of tht

United Stall*,'July ft, 1*30.
The Senate having under consideration the bill for lb**

uImi»eiou of California tato the Union, the establishment
of territorial government* lor Utah and New Mexico, and
making proposals to Texa* lot the Mtilemeiit of her
northern and western boundaries.
Mr BELL resumed and continued his speech aa fol¬

low* :
Mr. President, my remarks the other day were chiefly

diiectedto a |K>mi, or rather a series of points, to which
my attention was drawn by circumstance I did net anti¬
cipate 1 deeply regret that any circumstances should
Lave farced me into any remarks not strictly applicable to
tbe subject Iwlore the Senate

I proceed to examine the features of thin bill to which
I have not before adverted, and paiticularly in reference to
the |M>ints of difference and contrast bet ween it and tbe plan
[(commended by the President. 1 feel this to be tbe more
incumbent on me since tbe gronnd taken the other day in
relation to *he causes which are supposed to influence tbe
decisions of Conn reus on this great «|uw»w<m. The «miund
in openly and boldly assumed, that, hut for the influence
which toe Executive has exercised or may exercise on
this question, it is known that this measure would pass,
and by a considerable majority. Now, sii, I do not know
any such thing myself, t am incredulous to the fact. I
had attempted to show,as far as my knowledge extended,
that no member of this body, whether I regarded bin po¬
sition, his pre-cnnceived opinions, his prejudices, right or
left, North or South, would be likely, in a question of
euch great importance, to yield his individual opinions to
executive dictation. However tbnt may be, I beg leave
to say that, so far as I have heard any statements made
deserving notice, either in this hall or out of it, no evi¬
dence has been brought to show that the President has
used his influence to prevent the passage of this bill, ex¬
cept what wa» stated the other day, that it was understood
that the President, in speaking of this measure, bad call¬
ed it, in derision, an "omnibus bill;" and that pernaps
one or two members of the cabinet had expressed opinions
hostile to the measure. It is true that the honorable sen¬
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] said that be could
bring more substantial proofs than this; but till be does
so I shall take it for granted that no further evidence
of executive interference exists. I should not have al¬
luded to this point now, but that 1 infer, from the tenor
of much that has fallen from some of tbe prominent sup¬
porters of this measure within the last week or two, that
whatever may be its fate, whether it shall be successful or
be defeated, the issue is to be carried to the country. Not
only individual members, North and South, but the ad¬
ministration also is to be held ren|>oiisible, particularly
should the measure fail. This i infer from the charge dis¬
tinctly made, that but for executive influence it would
certainly pass.

1 shall now proceed to inquire into the merits of thin
measure as it stauils. If I am fotake it as 1 may, I want
to take it at its true value. 1 wish neither to he deceived
myself nor to deceive othera. If it succeed*, 1 desire that
it shall be rated according to its real merit*; and if it ia
lost, as it may he, I desire that the country uiay be able
to estimate truly the sort and degree of responsibility to
which those -should be held, whoever they inay be, who
hare contributed to daleat it { propose, therefore, to
state, fairly and truly, wherein it Records with my own
views, and in what reaped it doe* not.

it in proposed by tbe 3wih section of the bill to estab¬
lish a territorial government for New Mexico. The par¬
ticular provisions of this section of the bill are ottered art
d concession to the claims and feelings of the.South, and
as«n equivalent for the immediate admission of Califor¬
nia as a free State, and tins by way of compromise. The
extent of the concession to the South, 1 apprehend, will
be fouud to consist in the mere forbearance to employ
odious and obnoxious forms of enactment.an act of
grace on the part of those who bold the power over the
subject. This is something, 1 confess, and I would not
underrate the generosity of those northers gentlemen
who are willing to show this deference to the feeling* of
tbe South. The principle of non-intervention ia not vio¬
lated, and that, it is said, is a great deal. It is true that
if this measure shall succeed, it may b« said that Con¬
gress has not aseirued the power to interdict slavery in
these Territories, but the value and importance to the
South of tbe observance of the doctrine of non interven¬
tion, and of the forbearance on the part of the North to
enact the Wilmot Proviso, wttch are one and the same

thing, will be best understood and appreciated as con¬
cessions to southern principles and leelings, when we

look to the circumstances uuder which they are made.
What are these circumstances ! Not one of our northern
friends who suppoit this measure would vote to extend
slavery over any portion of these Territories. Even tbe
(lisiinguiahed senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clat] has
declared, over and over again, that he will never vol*
to carry slavery into teiritory now free. And the gen¬
tlemen of the tree State* justify their forbearance to ap¬
ply the Wilmot Proviso to their constituents on tbe
ground that the ocal laws are a good enough proviso for
tliem. Those who do not take this grouml assume the
position that the laws of Nature,displayed in tbe climate
and geographical teaturea of "he country, as effectively
interdict slavery as the Wilmot Proviso could do; and
therefore that they will, not insult the feelings of the
Soutn by inserting it. I confess 1 do not see any sub¬
stantial concession to tbe South in all this.

Well, sir, what else is there in the provisions of this
section of tbe bill which favors southern interestsI The
laws admitted to be in force in New Mexico at the date of
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo prohibited slavery The
inhabitants consider these laws to be still in force. It is
not propoaed to repeal tbem by this bill; and tbe territo¬
rial legislature ia expressly prohibited from laying hands

Shi the subject, either to establish or interdict slavery
is latter provision, I must remark, by tbe way, is in

tbe very teeth ot the principles held by the distinguished
senator from Michigan,[Mr. Cam ] Hut I take no ex¬

ception to his support of the measure as it stands, and 1
would not allude to tbe inconsistency but for the latitude
he indulged in tbe other day in commenting upon tbe
character of the President's policy. How, then, does the
question stand as to tbe prospects or interests of tbe
South in extending slavery to New Mexico? In the
opinion of by far the greater number of the most eminent
jurists of the United Stales, the laws of Mexico prohibit¬
ing slavery at the cession are atill in force, and must re¬

main so until they are expressly repealed, either by Con¬
gress or Ae local legislature, rhia ia the settled opinion
of the distinguished senator from Kentucky himself.
Such ia tbe opinion of tbe scarcely less distinguished
senator from Michigan, [Gen Ciss.] and such is the
opinion of the able and eminent statesman, the senator
from Maaeachusetta, [Mr. Webster,] three of tbe lead¬
ing champions of this hill. I do not torget another sena¬
tor from the South, of high rank in his proleasion, [Mr.
Bsiwaa.j who is also a supporter of this bill. Thus, sir,
slaver), if it goes into New Mexico at all, must force its
way tbeie in despite of the obstruction of the local
laws, and of the interdict imposed liw thin bill on the
territorial legislature. Still it is contended that the South
is secured in the full benefit of the doctrine held by some
of the most distinguished champion of its rights, who
maintain that the amstitution, yroprto v/fere, that tbe
flag of the Union, protect* the citizen in the enjoyment of
his rights of property of every description recognised as
such in any of tM States, on every sea, and in every
territory Of the Union. And this doctrine, it is said, if
well-founded, and if it shall be so declared by the Su¬
preme Court, will authorize the introduction of slavery
into New Mexico. Tbe soundness of the general doc¬
trine held upon thia point, I think, cannot well be ques¬
tioned or diaprovedj and if the queation related to a ter¬
ritory situated as Oregon waa when the United States
came into possesaion of it, property in slave* would be
entitled to the protection ot tbe laws and constitution of
the United States: but the question ia more doubtful and
formidable to the interests of tbe South, where it ia rais¬
ed in reference to New Mexico, where there haa been an

organized society and government for two centuriee, and
where slavery was prohibited by the local sovereignty
before and at tbe date of the ceaeion to the United States,
end where, under that prohibition, slavery bail ceased to
exist. The constitution, in its application to thia territo¬
ry, ia expected not merely to protect property ia slaves, aa
in the caae of Oregon before there was nny exercise of
.overeignty upon the subject one way or tbe other, but
to supersede the local laws in force prohibiting slavery
when the United States came into possession of it. if
the obstructions interposed by these lawa were removed,
*hen the principlea of the constitution would be left to
fair (all and fair operation, and tbe South might look,
With some confidence, to the protection of slave property
>n tbia territory through the courts of the United States,
not, sir, this bill proposee no such thing. The distin¬
guished senator from Kentucky hitriself would not sup¬
port a proposition to repeal the local lawa, nor would
*ny gentleman from the North. Tbe dietinguisbed sen-
.tnrfrom Michigan would not vote thus far to open the
<wor to the extenaion ot slavery, though be ia willing to
maintain tbe ttaim in quo of this territory.Mx. CASS, ii the senator will allow me, 1 will state

that I said Congress had no power over the subject at all,
either to introduce or to re»tri«t1t.
Mr. Bi'XU I do not m^an tw do the honorable senator

any injustice. Hi* principles upon this point are welt
understood. 1 only meant to *tl$ fie fact that he would
not vole to repeal the local laws on the subject of slaveryI he hill not only does not provide for the removal of the
obstructions ol the local law, but it contains a positiveprohibition against any legislation by the territorial legis-laiure on the subject; ana this is the concession made to
the South as an equivalent for the immediate admission of
California as a free State. and the conciliatory offering to
the feelings and claims of the South, which it is said are
i>eco*sary to avoid those irregular proceedings in the House
of Hepresentatives, which, however inucu to be regret-ted, it i# teared will occar to prevent the admisnion of
California as 4 Bvpanite measure.
Mr CLAY. A ill the senator allow me to interrupthim one moment for an explanation?
Mr UKIX. Ci-rtaiuly.Iflr. CLAY- 89 far irom this clause prohibiting the lo¬

cal territorial legislature Irom passing any law to estabr
lish or prohibit slavery being regarded by me as an equivialent, I have been opno*4 to it I was opposed to it i«
the committee, and lu« senator well knows that it waypressed upou us by m> llgptn vo)«¦; and with regard to the
clause itself, I wan. st^Wd Hi ftHhhl prt*aed upou the Ssn-
ate Trom that quarter. But the senator is mistaken if he
supposes that 1 aitaehed to that elausa any importance as
an equivalent to the South. 1 never did attach any such
idea to it. The equivalents to the South are to be lound,
in the first place, in the forbearance of Congress to exer¬
cise any power over the subject of slavery.a forbearance
to enforce the WHmot Proviso in the Territories; and
the advantages resulting to the South from the settle of
the question of the Texan boundary, giving to the South
indisputably nine bundled miles on that river, and leav-
»ing the whole subject of the Territories open on the sub¬
ject of slavery, and to be decided when 1 he States shall
come to act for themselves. Tbeso are the equivalentsto the South, and not that clause, although it was the
votes of southern members of the committee that placed
it in the bill.
Mr B£LL. I remember that the senator from Ken¬

tucky was not in favor of that clause of the bill. 1 did
not mean to do him any injustice, nor did 1 mean to lay
so much stress upon the clause prohibiting legislation
uj'Oii the subject ot slavery by the territorial legislature
us he imagines 1 did. But 1 did .Mean to say that the
clause establishing a territorial government for New
Mexico, as it stands, is the equivalent which gentlemen
have relied upon as the concession to the South, which is
to prevent any extraordinary mode of opposition in the
House to the adnnss.oii of California, and to restore gen¬
eral harmony. The cession to Texas of the territory be¬
tween the Nueces and New Mexico, proposed in this bill,
1 d» not think has entered, in any de*reo, into the esti
mute of its value by southern gentlemen; for the gen¬
eral opinion in the South is. that Texas is entitled to all
the country east of the Rio Urande, Irom its mouth to its
source; and the uro|>osed cession by Texas to New
Mexico of any po "on of the territory she claims is one
of the strongest objections to this measure which is fell
at the South. It is looked upon as surrendering territory
which is now slave territory, which, if the cession is
made, will, in ail probability, become free territory. The
forbearance of the North to apply the Wilinot Pioviso.
a proposition so justly obnoxious to, and giving rise to so
much excitemeut at the South.is a concession to south*
era feeling which 1 would not seek to depreciate; but it
can only be regarded, under all the circumstances of the
case, as a mere act of grace, extended without the sur¬
render of any of the principles and policy of the Northi
and by those who maintain thai all the objects of the
Proviso aie as well accomplished by the obstructions to
the admission of slavery which already exist in New
Mexico, and which are left undisturbed by the provis¬
ions of this bill. This courtesy, together with the clause
of the bill prohibiting any interposition by the territorial
legislature with the subject of slavery, and leaving the
questiou to be decided by the judicial tribunals, constitutes
ttie only equivalent ottered to the South for the admis¬
sion ol California When I gave way to the explana¬
tion of the senator Irom Kentucky, 1 was proceeding to
show its true value. It is not the equivalent I would
hate had, if 1 bad ihe power to control this subject, or if
I could have directed the course of the leading members
of this body. Besides the settlement of all the questions
connected with Texas, 1 would have adopted the spirit of
the Missouri Compromise line, aud set Ml so.ne por-
tion of these Territories, into which ttie slaveholder
might safely go with Ins property. This 1 would have
considered a substantial conce«*ioo to the South.a real
compromise. 1 have already apoken o| the struggle it
would have cost to carry such a measure, and the storm
lhat would have raged lor a while; hut 1 was willing to
encounter it, with the prospect of a speedy and perraa-
ntrit quiet ahead.

Sir, i beg leave to say that in thus pressing the srgu-
merit that there ia no substantial concession to the South
in Uie provisions of thin bill, 1 must not be understood ait
placing a mumbling-block in my own way, or in that of
any other gentleman who may be disposed to support the
bill. Not believing that slavery will be likely, un<ter any
circumstances, to lie established in New Mexico, 1 feel
but little concern about the proviaiona of thia bill, except
so far an they may fall t-hort of the demands and expec¬
tations of the citi/ena of the South generally, and may
therefore fail to give quiet in that quarter. My purjiose
is to show the true value of the equivalent thus pro¬
posed as a |>taf e-otlf ring to the South for the admission
of California.
Suppose, air, that the court should decide that the eon-

stitution supersedes the local laws prohibiting slavery
upon the transfer of sovereignty to the United States:
what security ha» the South that the majority in Congress
will not put their veto upon any laws of the Territory
which inuy be pawned to give that vitally to the princi-1piss of tba constitution, aod security to the property in
slaves, which the eloquent senator from l-ouniana [Sir.
Souls] has shown to be necessary' None whatever
But there is a still more important point to which I desire
to call the attention of the Senate. Suppose that, ron-
trary to all existing circumstances and piesuinptions, this
bill haviup passed, slavery should be introduced into;New Mexico, and after the lapse of years, when the in¬
habitants shall be authoriced to form a Stale constitu¬
tion, and slavery should be recognised by its provisions,
what security has the South ihat, with such a constitu¬
tion, New Mexico will ever be admitted into the Union
as a State i None at all, unless the anti-slavery senti-1
ment at the North shall undergo a decided change.
Mr. BAIXiElt. It is expressly provided that States

shall be admitted with or without slavery, as the people
of those Territories, when they are in a position to be
admitted as States, shall determine.
Mr. BELL. That is true; but my friend from North

Carolina should remember that one Congress cannot bind
a succeeding Congress upon such a question.

Mr. BAWEL Not if the Congress w»s composed of;
high-minded, honorable men, understanding that this was a

compact or compromise.Mr. BELL. My friend from North Carolina has for¬
gotten that when that provision of the bill was offered as
an amendment, he admitted that it was not obligatory
upon future Congresses, b».t contended that its adoption
would have a salutary tendency in calming the excite,
ment ol the South. If this provision were placed upon
the ground ol a rom|«ct with Texas, in consideration ol
a cession of territory by that State, then it would be ob¬
ligatory and might be relied upon.
Mr. BAlXiEK. I said that this should have no in¬

fluence hi inducing them to oppose it, but that it would
have an influence >n that sense of honor and integrity on
which we rely in most of the transactions of life.
Mr. BELL, i understood my friend precisely in that

way before; and I understand him now as not denying
that there is no absolute obligatory force in this provision
of the bill.
Mr. BADQER. Certainly.
Mr. BELL. As the provision now etands, it possesses

no positive force or obligation. But as the oill now
stamU you may be only creating elements of future dis¬
turbance ; we should be blown off to sea afain, in the
language of the senator from Michigan, (Mr. C*se.] Yon
propose to leave "a little Are" unextinguiebed, which
may he blown into a conflagration. If I am not mistaken
in supposing that the North will never agree to admit
New Mexico as a slave State, any dream that southern
gentlemen may have indulged, that, under the provisions
of this hill, a new slave State might be formed in New
Mexieo, vanishes at once, and, so jar as the Soath is con¬
cerned, If there is any difference between the plan rec¬
ommended by the President and that proposed by the
Committee of Thirteen, the advantage is on the side of
the plan of the Preeident; for, while it is next to impos¬
sible thet slavery cm And its way into that Territory
with the proposed territorial government, were New
Mexico admitted into the Union as a State at an early
day, or provisaion made for its admission at some future
day, without further legislation, a few enterprising slave¬
holder., should they become satisfied thet slave labor
would hoi profitable m New Mexieo, would And but little
difficulty, with the present pliant and docile population,
in fVconciling (hem to the institution of slgverj. Onee
admitted into the Union as a 8tate, they would be free to
model their constitution at discretion. U rich placers or

aold mines should be discovered, slavery would inevita¬
bly go there; otherwise, assuredly not; and in either
event there would he no ground of future discord or dis¬
turbance to the Union.

I have thus attempted to show that the South has no
security in the provisions of this bill for any of the bene¬
fits exacted to be derived from it, and that, us an equi¬
valent for the admission of California, the policy of the
President is more favorable to the South than the plan
of the Committee of Thirteen; and I will state that I
know soise southern senators who a^ree in sentiment
with me upon this point, who will nevertheless vote for
this bill.
Mr. FOOTE. I hare no desire to interrupt the hon-

orable gentleman from Tennessee, hut I would like to
know whether this proposition is not in part comprehend¬
ed in his own resolutions?
Mr. BKLL. The honorable senator from Mississippi

naunot have done me the honor to listen to the course of
my remarks.
Mr FOOTE. 1 think I beard the greater part of them.
Mr- HELL. When I introduced those resolutions 1

was willing to stand by them. I have uot said that 1 will
not Bland by them still. 1 have been contending; that the
provisiouefyf the bill providing for a territorialgovern¬
ment mmrnrn Mexico propose no substantial concession
to the-flwwit or met an equivalent tor the aumwmon of
California as to give it a prelerence over all other plans
of adjustment. 1 want neither to be deceived in regard
to it, nor to deceive others.
Mr. FOOTE. Will the senator from Tennessee pardon

ine once more for interrupting him I 1 have great con¬
fidence in his sagacity, know his devotion to the South,
and am satisfied that nothing but a sense of justice to the
South actuates him here, out in regard to those resolu¬
tions of his, upon which the great plan of adjustment is
principally based, 1 must confess that whilst I recognised
nun as decidedly a public benefactor in proposing them,
for which 1 have always considered him entitled to |>e-
culiar gratitude, yet it seeing he has been merely con¬
triving to lead myself and others into a mistake, and has
indutcd us to accord a respect and favor to his own reso¬
lutions which be is himself willing to show were mis¬
placed. I shall feel that he has led us into a |>osition,
and abandoned us in a manner justifying us in the use of
the strongest language of coiaplaiut. Sir, 1 conceive that
the senator from Tennessee is bouud to treat with tender¬
ness his own offspring It is unnatural, as it appears to
ine, that the senator lrom Tennessee should abanuon and
denounce, and even murder outright, the offspring of his
own genius. He has heretofore called upon us to succor
and sustain thi* production of his intellect; and now he
denounces uk, before the whole country, for succoring
and cherishing what he brought into existence, and to
which ho owes a true pareutal countenance, and
Mr. BELL. My friend lrom Mississippi has enlight¬

ened me on this subject I did not know that I was his
leader. Sir, when 1 drew up my resolutions, the honor¬
able gentleman was one ot those I had in iu my eye as

my leaders. 1 knew his noble nature; that he was above
eectionai views; that on the other hanu his views were
broad and national. 1 knew he was deuounced at ihe
Norlh as a firebrand.aa a man will would plunge this
country iato a civil war. But 1 knew lie was a very dif¬
ferent man from that. 1 knew that he and some of his
fneiidsat the North were dimpost d to admit a new State
to be caived out of the Territory of Texas, as an equiva¬
lent for the admission of California as a free State, f
took the idea, and was willing to forego my own views,
and to adopt those of the honorable senator and his
friends, in providing a ten:tuna! government for New
Mexico; and upon these views 1 formed my resolutions
But the Committee of Thirteen, together with the honor¬
able gentleman and his friends, deserted ine, and cut off
the only one of my resolutions which I bad particularly
ut heart. 1 am not willing to be so entrapped. I am un-
der no obligation of consistency to support this bill,
tnough I may do so. But 1 must be permitted to examine
its provisions freely, and my friend will, i trust, be pa¬
tient while 1 submit some more searching and pungent
remarks man any 1 have yet made upon the subject.
Mr. FOOTE. 1 can promise the gentleman f shall lis¬

ten wnh patience, as 1 always do. But I will say, if he
Teally has made up his mind to vote for the bill, as 1 hope
he has, 1 doubt whether it is the best policy to weaken
the support to u in Ut* South. I think we have ground
to complain if he does; for 1 think it will be used against
us by our opponents at home, after we shall have voted
for the bill.
Mr. BELL- I hare considered all that. 1 bare before

remarked thai 1 regretted having submitted any propo¬
sitions u{ iny own upon ibis subject, as they place me in
a faUe position with those who do not understand that
the principal object I had in ottering tbe series of resolu¬
tions I did on a former occasion has been defeated. But
my Iriend from Mississippi need be under no apprehen¬
sion that anything I shall say in regard to this measure
will weaken its etfect upon the country, should it pass
Congress. In the South,generally, and in hia own State,
tbe honorable senator himself will be fully competent to
sustain the measure in fall popularity with tbe people;
and 1 promise to lace caie that nothing 1 shall say will
prejudice it in my own State, where alone I can expect
u> voice to be beard.

i next propose to inquire whether the provisions of the
bill in relation to New Mexico will give quiet to the
country.whether they will repress the agitations which
the acquisition of these Territories ban given birth to.
1 fear they will not. I fear that, white the provisions df
tbe bill will not prove satisfactory to a considerable por¬
tion ol the South, tbe agitation at the North will continue
with increased violence. Sir, from the moment you pane
ibis bill, and as long as a territorial government, accord¬
ing to its provisions, shall exist in New Mexico, the
watchword at tbe North will tie Repeal, or tbe applica¬
tion of the Wilmoi Proviso I question whether the sen¬
ator Irom Mississippi himself expects agitation to cease
uikm) the passage of this bill.
Mr. FuDTK! As Uie honorable senator desires myopinion, I will state it brifly. I entertain no doubt at ail

that nine tenths of the people of all the States, except one
worthy State, will not only be eaiiolied, t>ui profoundly
ifratelul to us for the adoption of this measure. I have
no doubt that it will aave tbe country from tbe most
serious present evils, and impending perils more serious
than any we have ever heretofore encountered; and I
believe tliat it will be sustained by this and ail future
generations.
Mr. BKLL. I wish I could entertain the same senti¬

ments; hat I fear that the senator from Mississippi is
mistaken. No, sir, the question at the North will be re¬
newed and ugitated with increased bitterness Mingling
in all elections, as heretofore, the chance, slender as it
may be, anil scarcely appreciable, that slavery may he
extended into New Mexico, will he sufficient to keep all
tbe elementsof ugitatiou in toll blast at the North; while
at tbe South the excitement originally produced by this
state of sentiment at the North will find no abatement in
ite tendency to sectional iImHN and animosity. We
hear what is said in this chamber on the subject; we
know the course of the northern press; and we cannot
shut our eyes to the preparations making for a further and
more violent uitatioa.

Mr. FOOTED I am surprised that the senator from
Tsnneseee does not discover that this cry of repeal here
is mere empty menace, endeavoring to tarn us Irom the
support of this measure. Tnis cry is raised by tbe aboli¬
tionists and free-soilers, who denounce thie bill and op-
poee it. And why? Because they know well, if thie
measure passes, abolition is dead forever, free soiliem is

prostrated, and the demagogues.of the hour will cease to
keeu up their warfare over the countryMr. BELL. I know that is a view that some gentle¬
men lake of this subject. The eenator from Mieateeippi
supposes that thoae who threaten and foretell increased
agitation at the North, as they lire by agitation, would,
instead ot opposing thia measure so strenuously as they
da. desire that it should pass. But does not the senator
know that unless they commenced the agitation here in a
zealous opposition to thia bill, thev would in vain seek
to excite the masses at home f Tliey could only be enc-
ceaaful in agitating among tbe people by agitating here;and that they do eo ie no evidence that they fear tne pas¬
sage of the bill. Tbey probably suppose that it will passin some shape or other. The senator from Mississippi
says that this measure will give satisfaction to nine-
teiithe of the people of the Soath. Judging by tbe evi-
dencee around me, I fear he is sadly mistaken. Sir, I re¬
peat that I cannot be persuaded that the existing agitation.North or South, in relation to these Tsrntoriee, will
ceaee upon the adoption of thie measure. Sir, there ie
some danger that it will become more serious, and that
this Compromise, as it ie called, may not only fail to heal
thie one of the bleeding wound* eo eloquently depictedby the senator from Kentucky, but that it wUI not even
stanch tL

Sir, in regard to thia measure, ti ken as a whole, myfears are, that, though It may heal the eurface, these
wounds, which are now described as open and bleeding,will continue to fester witbin until the vital parts of the
eystean are seriously affected.

Bat, in reference to New Mexico, while, in my judg¬
ment, tears may be justly entertained that the rested? pro¬
posed by this bill will prove abortive, the plan of the
President would heal this one of the bleeding wfrena* of
the country. Admit New Mexico as a State, or providefor ite admission at eons future day, and after Texaa

I «h*11 have acceded in a settlement of her boundary,
though then may be some increased excitement at the
South for a time, it will soon pass away, and all will be
permanently quiet. If slave labor shall be found to be

Kohubla, slavery would soon And its way tbertf, and the
orth would no longer have the power to forbid it.
Mr. DOWNS. 1 should like to know how slavery

could be carried iuto New Mexico with every person
voting to prohibit carrying slaves there (
Mr BELL I have given my views briefly upon this

point in inv preceding remarks. The true interest of
the South, f concluded more than a year ago, was to ad¬
mit these Territories into the Uuion as States. The same
reasons for this policy apply to both New Mexico aud
California. If the last Congress had either admitted Cal¬
ifornia as « State or authorized her inhabitants to form a
State constitution at a subsequent day, and to be admitted
upon proclamation of the President, the question of
slavery would have been decided by the people,
uninfluenced by any apprehension of the power
add sentiment of the North. The question would
liave been beyond the control of Congress. There
is no settled repugnance to slavery among the inhabi¬
tants of California. The emigrants to California go
thera with no fixed sentiment upon this subject, it is in¬
terest.pecuniary interest.that impels the tide of enii-

?;ration to thai Territory; aud the moment it should be
ound that slavery could be profitably employed iu the
rich and inexhaustible gold mines, the constitution would
take the form these interests demanded. It is interest
alone that carries slavery anywhere. If California were
to day admitted as a State, the prospect of introducing
slaves would be far more favorable than it could be under
a territorial government in the form proposed by this
bill. Nor is there any such settled sentiment opposed
to slavery among the inhabitants of New Mexico that
might not and would not be overcome, if, by the discov¬
ery of rich mines of gold in her territories, slave labor
should be wanted there.
Mr. President, in pursuing the contrast between the

plan of the Committee of Thirteen and that of the Presi¬
dent, the next point of difference between them which
has been pointed out and proclaimed to the country by
the distinguished senators from Kentucky and Michigsu,
and by them dwelt upon with great emphasis and confi¬
dence as evidence of tuc vast su|«riority of the plan of
the committee, is, that the plan of the President proposes
to leave the people of New Mexico at the mercy of a

military government, a "lieutenant colonel," and without
the protection of a regularly-organized civil government.
Now, without undertaking to repeat all the terms aud
forms of reproach and denunciation, of ridicule and
scorn, with which the plan of the President has been
met and objected to by these gentlemen, I undertake to
say that ttia grossest injustice has been done to the
President upon this point, and that there has been the
grossest perversion of fact, however unintentional, in re¬
lation both to the character of the government iu ope¬
ration in New Mexico and to the policy of the Presi¬
dent. 1 have before adverted to the manner in which
the senator liom Kentucky treated this part of the sub¬
ject. The senator from Michigan has signalized bis
preference for the plan of U»e committee and his oppo¬
sition to the views of the President in a manner not
less unjust and extraordinary. They both concur in
denouncing the policy of the President as a "non-action
policy." The senator from Michigan says: V'Wtiat a

glorious and brilliant triumph it would be for an admin¬
istration to triumph in doiug nothing I" What genius,
what capacity, what statesmanship would be thus illus¬
trated in the policy of "doing nothing !"
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts "Masterly inactivity."
Mr. BELL Yes, the policy of" masterly inactivity".

the policy ot continuing for an indefinite period an arbi¬
trary and odious military domination over these people.
If tbese honorable gentlemen rould divest themselves of
the bias which tbeir preference for a favorite policy of
their own exposes them to, and would subject the plan
of the President to the test of reason, of true and fair
consideration, they could not proclaim these sentiments
to the country consistently with their own high charac-
icrs.

Now, what is the truth in regard to the President's
plan ? The only fair objection which can be taken to
the policy of the President is that it proposes txussivi
action. Instead of being a plan of ** tum-action," it is
rather a plan of ovtr-atiton. That is an objection that
might be urged with some justice and plausibility. Hon*
oracle senators say that the President proposes to leave
these people without the protection of civil government,
and to the tender mercies of military authority. If their
tmpetuoue feelings would allow thera to reflect, they
would see that the President proposes the protection of a
more rigorous civil government than the one recom¬
mended by the committee. And this is no afterthought of
mine: the President, iu his mesnage on this subject, ex¬

pressly elates that " New Mexico may be expected soon
to apply for admission into the Union as a Stateand it
is fairly witlun the scope and intention of his policy that
Congress should forthwith' authorize the inhabitants to
form a State constitution, and be admitted into the Union
as a State whenever Texas shall have agreed to a settle¬
ment of her boundary. It is not true, therefore, that the
President's policy is one ot " non-actionf nor is it flbe
that it propones to leave the inhabitants of New Mexico
at the mercy of an arbitrary military government. The
policy of the President is to dispense with military gov¬
ernment by the admission of New Mexico as a State:
which can be as readily accomplished as by a territorial
government. The true merits of the President's policy,
the true genius, sagacity, and statesmanship displayed in
it, consist not in " non-actton," hut in closing up effec¬
tually and forever this one ol the bleeding wound* of the
country.in violating no principle of tne constitution,
giving these peoitle the privilege of determining the ques¬
tion of slavery for themselves, and in giving permanent
peace and harmony to the country.This military government in New Mexico has received
a very bad name. We have had no many perversions of
it* true nature and character that I douht very much
whether the people ol New Mexico would recognise the
government Hix.keii ol hi re as the name that actually eg-
ists there. What is the government which actually ex¬
ists there at this moment f It is a civU government.the
«a>ne established by General Kearny during the war, and
continued under the sanction of the present edinmietra-
tion. The eivU and municipal offices are the same.
tilled, as I understand, by the eame incumbents, ami con¬
forming as far as possible to the municipal laws of tie
Territory before the treaty of cession They have their
prefects of counties, their alcaldes or justices of the
peace in the several districts, and their courts and judges
in the last resort Since I listened to the unmeaeured de¬
nunciation by iioiioruhl- senators of the military sway 111
New Mexico, 1 have made particular inquiry into the na¬
ture and extent of the authority exeirciaed by the military
in that Territory; and 1 can bear of no instance in which
the military ba« interfered with the regular administra
tion of the laws by the proper civil officers. AltMugh
the intelligent delegate from that Territory ia this city
has remonstrated against the continuation of the military
authority, yet, after fall inquiry, I could bear of no in-
stance of the arbitrary interference of the military in the
civil and judicial administration, except that, when of¬
fences are committed by the inhabitants against aoldiera,
there have been instances in which the offenders have
been apprehended by the military and taken before the
proper judicial tribunals for trial and paniahment Tbie,
sir, is the extent of that arbitrary sway of a "lieutenant
colonel" of which we have heard so much.
Mr. HOUSTON, if the senator will permit me, I will

point out an instance. This military government has
exercieed oppreeeion in interfering with the officers of
Texas.
Mr. BELL The honorable eeoator from Texae will

excuee me at preeent for not noticing the suggestion which
he has made. I cannot, after his speech the other morninf,I have time and etrength, fail to pay my reepects to him if
before I sit down. 1 think, air, 1 have sufficiently de¬
monstrated the gross injustice which hae been done to
the President upon this subject.
But conscience, and the best feelings of the American

heart and American character, have been appealed to, to
carry out the provisions of our treaty with Mexico,
which require that these people should have the full pro¬
tection of the lawe and constitution of the Cuited States,
and of a regular civil government It ie "high time,"
eayt the distinguished senator from Kentucky, that the
national faith should be maintained in extending to these
people the protection ol civil government, and that they
ehotild be rescued from the oppreeeion of a "military gov#
ernment f and the comcmucs of the whole country ie
songht to be aroused Mid awakened to the enormity oI
the policy which woula leave our treaty obligation un-
fulBIIed. Well, sir, the President propoees to complywith these obligations to the letter. He propones to ais-
pense with all military authority in New Mexico, and to
give the |*eople the protection of a Stste government as
soon as practicable. Ought not tbie to satisfy the most
tender conaeiance on thie point.'

I have now, ar, I think, successfully shown that there
has been aad is no oppression practised by the military
government of New Mexico: and, whether such oppres¬sion exists or not, that the Premdeat proposes to remove
all ground of complaint on that head, and at the eame
time to comply with oar treaty obligationa ia the most ef-
fsctivs form.

Mr. CLAY. If the senator will allow me, I will read
a passage from the address of the delegate from that Ter¬
ritory to the people of the Territory. In that matement
he aaya:
"It isuieless forme to remind you that you have no oiUer

than a military government to administer the oivil law*
with winch you came into the Union, (and uuiiei wbicli
you and your auoestors have lived for iwooeaturies ) What
other executive have you but the oommander of ihe troop*
io New Mexico 1 Ooe* be not absolutely control all the
oivil establishments ol your country 1 Is there a civil offi¬
cer but holds his office by comminion from the military offi¬
cer during hi* will and pleasure 1 Ha* ha not, indeed, as¬
sumed to order the courts whom to bring to trial, and in
every way prescribe their jurisdiction 1" 5c.
There is another document from which it appears that

the people of the Territory have declared against this
military government, and denounced it as a most odious
and despotic institution.
Mr. BELL. I was aware of the existence of those

documents, and am only surprised that the sagacious sen¬
ator does uot perceive that there may be htrong politicalmotives or interests for much exaggeration, over-color¬
ing, and rhetorical flourish and description in the authors
of those documents. I felt desirous of coming at the truth
in regard to- these charges when I read thein And I
asked the delegate from New Mexico [Mr. Smith] to
point out to me, tf he could, any instance of military op¬pression in New Mexico in the three years of our occu¬
pation of that country; and he conld recollect none, ex
[cept.as I have before stated, that when an offence is
committed against any of ihe United States troops, the of¬
fender is seized, some itnes by the military, and taken be¬
fore the proper civil officers for trial and punishment; and
complaints are made of instances in which the punish¬ment is said to have been inflicted without such trial, but
none could be specified.

I come now, sir, to consider another question connect-
ed with the policy recommended by the President, which,
I admit, presents a fair ground for diversity of opinionis there a sufficient population in New Mexico to justifyher admission as a State! and are they sufficiently intelli¬
gent and trained in the practice of self-government to jus-
tiiy clothing them with the tights of State sovereignty )
i know that the senator from Texas [Mr. Runic] has oaid
that it would be preposterous to admit these people as a
Suite into the Union. The houoralile and distinguished
senator from Michigan says that "no human sagacity can
foretell the time when these people will he ready to come
into the Union." The honorable and distinguished sena¬
tor from Kentucky has said that he cannot think of it,
and he ha* used stronger expressions even than these.
Now, what ia the number of inhabitants in New Mex¬

ico? 1 have in my hand an authentic document, taken
from the archives of Santa Fe, by Lieutenant Abert, an
intelligent and scientific gentleman, and bis work was
printed by order of Congress. From this document we
learn that on the 17th of June, 1S4I, the population of
New Mexico was, as taken from the official ptatistics, one
hundred thousand and sixty-four, (100,004.) The intelli¬
gent delegate from New Mexico states that, from hia own
observation, and all the information in his possession, he
estimates the population at ninety thousand. And these
are not composed of Cuinanches, Navajos, and other wild
tribes, us some gentlemen seem to suppose. This popu¬lation of ninety thousand are made citizens of the United
States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The Pueblo
Indians, who compose a part of the population, are civil¬
ized. The senator from Texas admitted that they were
among the best population of the Territory. A census was
taken of these Pueblo Indians at a recent period, which
will be found in the corrtspondeuce of Mr Calhoun, the
Indian agent at Santa Fe, whose high standing and itelli-
gence are vouched for by the senator from Texas, [Mr.
Rusk ] From this it appears that instead of constituting
one-iialf of the population of the country, as stated by
tbat honorable senator on a former day, they only amount
to six thousand, of five years of age and upwards; and,
taking the usual ratio or children under that age, we may
infer that the whole number of these Indians doesnotex-
ceed nine thousand at the most. These Indians live in
separate villages, and are a docile and peaceable people
what other classes of population exist there ? There are
some three or four thousand of the pure S|vanish or
Castilian blood, of different ages and sexes. In addi¬
tion to these, there is a mixed race of the Spanish and
Indian stock, which baa multiplied in the last two centu¬
ries, until it has attained its present number. This
is the class which is generally and properly denominated
Mexicans. They constitute the mass of the population,
and do not recognise any connexion wit* the Indians,
though undoubtedly tioged with their complexion. With
a few exceptions, the entire population, Mexicans and
Indians, live by agriculture almost exclusively; many of
them are wealthy, their property consisting chiefly of
Hocks and herds. It maybe said of the inhabitants of
this Territory generally, tbat they are a docile and tracta¬
ble people, addicted to the arts of peace, from the neces¬

sity of their condition, being daily exposed to the plan*
dering incareious of their savage neighbors. The more
wealthy are well educated; some of these haviiw re¬
ceived their education in the colleges and schools of this
country, others in those of Mexico. Besides these classes,
Mr. Smith, to whom I have before referred, states tbat
there are twelve or fifteen hundred voters, emigrants from
the United 8tat«a ; and we know enough of these adven¬
turers to new territories to be satisfied that tbeir superior
intelligence and energy will exerciee a controlling influ¬
ence over the more iwssive and tractable Mexicans and
Indiana. We nrtist also bear in mind, in estimating the
character and training of these people, that since the re¬
volt and independence of Mexico, they have been in the
practice of self-government. They hsve had their terri¬
torial legislature, to which, with some interruption, they
have been in the habit of electing delegates annually.
They have, at the same tins, chosen at rcyalar periods a

delegate to the Central Congrese in Mexico; and, upon
the whole, they are just as well qualified for eelf gov¬
ernment as most of ihe States of the Mexican republic.
The policy of Mexico, in excluding New Mexico from
the rank of a State, it is well known, was founded in the
apprehension of revolution and separation, to which
tbeir remote situation was supposed to tempt them. We
have, io truth, had a lower estimate of theee people than
they deserved; and a principal reason for this was, that
we derived oar impressions of their character and condi¬
tion chiefly from the population of Santa Fe, now well-
known to be one of the poorest villages in the whole
country, and whoee population ia tbe most idle, vicious,
and corrupt of all others.

Hut, mr. the question is not whether these people are
as intelligent and well qualified as we could wish them to
be, or as they may become by the infusion of a greater
number §f emigrants from the old Statea, before we ad¬
mit them into the Union, but whether they are sufficient¬
ly qualified to justify tbeir admiaeion, if it be expedient
for tbe well -being and harmony of the republic, if it
should be found necessary to close up the bleeding
wounds of tbe country. Tbet ia the queeUon. Honora¬
ble senators have taken strong grounds upon this subject
Tbe honorable senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay] has
said that under no circum«tances, and for no considera¬
tions. woald he vote to bring such people as these into
the Union as a State.
Mr. CLAY. I aay so still.

. Mr. HELL. I do not expect the honorable senator to
recede from any sentiment he has expreoead. Bat our
conscience admonishes as thst these people are, by our

treaty stipulations, entitled to be admitted into the Union
in some reasonable tine. 11 the population were only
sixty or seventy thousand, instead of ninety thousand,
it would be quite large enoogh; for the conetitution pre-
scribee no perticalar number; and if the inhabitaata of this
Territory, after more than two centuries' training in the
arts of civil society and government, are not qualified for
the exercise of State sovereignty, when will they be quali¬fied I They have for twenty years pest exercised the
righte and privilegee of self-government, and the meee-
ure now before the Senate propoeee to extend to them
the same righta. It doee, then, appear to %>e to be a

strange and extraordinary poaition tor senators to take,
when they declare that they will, under no circumstances,
vote to admit New Mexico iato the Union ae a 8tat«.
What! not admit New Mexico as a State, to heal the
bleeding wounds of the country f Not to restore the har¬
mony of the eoantiy ? Not even to savs the Unioa f I
can nsither comprehend the reason nor the patriotism of

such . declaration. 1 cannot appreciate the famuisiteness
of the sentiment of tenderoeaa to the interests of this peo¬
ple, that, for the sake of some farther politico-educetion-
al training, or to save them the expense o<s State

government, or to preserve them from tfce injerteamm
unwise Stale legislature, woald fan.*}. 1^.*?*!?
exposed to all toe evils of continued sgitation and dis-

"fcit it Use,<ttbat the President'si plan is excertoaable.
because it contemplates the admission of New Mexico as

a Suite, without settling the boandanee of Texas« and
should a State be so Jmrtted, and theSuprsase Court
should decide in favor of the claime of Texae to all the
territory eaet of the Rio Grande, the anomaly would be
presented of a State without territory or inhabitants, or

so small a portion of either ae te despair of all preten
¦ions to such a rank. Bat la that a jest fiaw at the poAioy
recommended by the Preeident' The President lia
tinctly recommended to Congreee to provide aoam plan
for tbe settlement of the Texaa boundary. Weia n pro-
poedfi to-day to aathorixe New Mexieo to form a state

constitution, with a view to her admission into the Union
*. a State, Congress would have the power to (liak*) the
.ante proposition to Texas for the adjustment of hei
boundary which is made iu the bill under debate, or auyother which might be deemed expedient, and the em
barraskinsnt would be no greater in the one caae than
in the other. 1 have now done with thia part of the sub-ject
The policy of the President ie to leave the inhabitantsof New Mexico at liberty to nettle the uueAtioo of sin-

very for themselves, without any intervention on the partoi tongr6M| anu to put an end to all agitation on the nub-jeet, present and future. He advised that they be au¬thorized to form a Slate constitution, and be admittedinto the Union as a State. The plan of the Committeeof Thirteen, having the (time general and patriotic ob¬ject in view, proposes to establish a territorial gov¬ernment for New Mexico, without any interven¬tion on the question of slavery. I have endeavored
to demonstrate, and I think 1 have done eo success¬fully, that the plan of the committee will not put
au end to the agitation connected with thia Territory,but that the plan of the President will. And I think
that I have further shown that, eo far aa respects the
interests of the South, the policy of the President ii morefavorable to ttiein than thtf provisions of the measure
under debate. The only other real difference between
the two plans is, that the one proposes the admission of
New Mexico into the Union as a State at some early day,while the other contemplates the postponement of that
event uutil some future and more rxinofe period. 1 would
myself prefer, on some grounds, that New Mexico should
not be admitted into the Union as a State at any very earlyperiod, yet there are considerations and public inter¬
ests connected with this subject which far outweigh anyfair objections that can be made to the opposite policy,and fully justify the early admission of New Mexico as
a Slate.

1 omit any notice of the Mormon settlement: they are
a [teople who tied fiom the protection of the laws of the
States in which they have heretofore resided; and they
are prospering, it iB understood, uuder their present vol¬
untary association and government. They are in the en-

ioyment of such portion of the public domain as they
lave thought proper to appropriate to themselves. Give
them the protection of our arms against the Indians,
tyid it matters but little whether any governmentbe provided for them now or ten years to come. Cer¬
tainly, there is no obligation to provide a separate govern¬
ment for these iteople at the hazard of any great incon¬
venience or embarrassment to the whole couutry.
Mr. President, there maybe said to be three diflereot

plans for the adjustment ol this unfortunate and distract¬
ing question t the ulan of the Committee of Thirteen; the
plan of the President; and the pro|K>siiion of those gen¬tlemen of the South who say that they would be satisfied
with the Missouri Compromise line, it adopted in its true
snirit The honorable senator from Mississippi [Mr.
fcooTE] stated, in a speech a few days since, that the
measure now before the Senate wan the only plan of ad¬
justment, in regard to these Territories, whicn could pass,l'he distinguished senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clat]has, upon more than one occasion, expressed a similar
sentiment, and it has been widely disseminated throughthe country. The senator from Mississippi rested nis
statement that no other measure but the one before us
could receive the sanction of' Congress on the ground
that the distinguished senators from Kentucky, [Mr.
Clat,] Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] and Massachusetts, [Mr.
Wxerrca,] have declared their unalterable determination
not to vole for the admissiou of New Mexico as a State
into the Union.
Mr. FOOTE. I state, with perfect conscientiousness,

and with a complete convictiou of what I say, that if
New Mexico is admitted as a State, the Union cannot
continue to exist. Instead of settling the question aad
healing the wound, it would make the wound incurable.
1 speak in reference to the well-known sentiment of the
South.
Mr. BELL. I have already shown that the true inter¬

ests of the South would be promoted by the admiaaioo of
New Mexico ss a State. But, at the same time, the an¬
nouncement was made that no measure but the one under
debate could pass; and after triumphantly defending him¬
self from the calumnies which he considered baa been
helped upon him at home, the honorable senator from
Mississippi [Mi. Foots] proceeded to assail the adroiaia-
tration in a manner whicn astonished me, uodsr the cir¬
cumstances ; for I supposed that, from the duty ha had
just discharged to himself, he would have had more
charity for others. I will not trust to recollection for his
words; I have them here, printedt
We are informed that the people of New Mexioo are en¬

gaged in an attempt to establish a Stale government; yea,
sir, that >aoh a government, in name at least, bu already
been set on foot. Under what authority ail this baa been
done, we do doc at preaent know; but I hope that the reso¬
lution which I had the honor to oiler eo yeaterday, and
which baa th.« morning been adopted, will ihortly aeenre u«
full information upon the «ubj«ct. This much, though, 1
will undertake to aay at present i that, whoever be the man
that haa either plannei, litigated, or lanctioned thia vile
>cbeme it not a patriot, but an iaaidlona traitor to the pub¬lic weal, an enemy to hia country, whore pstfidy and Inef¬
fable profligacy 1 hope may ere long be branded with indel¬
ible infamy. Sir, Urn attempt to establish and organise a
State government iu New Mexloo at this lime was obvious¬
ly intended to aid In defeating our plan of adinatment, and
retain the country In its present exalted condition.
Now, cir, I have never understood that the President

haa given any other ordere to the officers commanding the
forces in New Mexico, or to any other agent of the gov¬
ernment, than those which have been submitted to Con¬
gress, in relation even to the formation of a Stale con¬
stitution, or as to the course which he was reeolved to
pursue, should Texas aeek by force to possess herself of
the territory claimed on the Upper Rio Grande. We may
infer, from his last communication to Congrees upon this
subject, that he will consider it his duty to maintain the
possession of New Mexico until the question of the
boundary shall be adjusted.Mr. FOOTE Will the senator allow me a moment of
explanation f
Mr BELL. With great pleasure, sir.
Mr. FOOTE. If the senator had examined my phrase¬

ology a little more cloeely, he would have found that
1 cautiously avoided charting the President or his cabinet
with any interference in wis afiair. 1 spoke of the con¬
duct of the lieutenant colonel, acting with or without
orders, as the case might turn oat to be. Now. any de¬
fence which the eenator may set up, in behalf of the ad-
minietration, againat anything I have eaid, will be an im¬
plied acknowledgment on hie part that the President and
hia cabinet are at the bottom of this proceeding; which 1
have not changed, and which it would give me moat pro¬
found mortification to aecertain. That some person, either
here or elsewhere, has instigated the people of Naw
Mexico in this movement, i have no doubt. Whv, only
a lew months ago they declared their deeire to have a
territorial government, and voted down the propoeition to
establish a State government; and that some one or other
haa tampered with them ia therefore aa manifest as that
the eua shines ia heaven. Now, I say from my heart
that it would grieve me roost earnestly, and mortify ma
most profoundly, to suppose that the President or his
cabinet, or any one of tbem.darsd to instigate this move¬
ment, leading, as 1 conceive it moet likely to land, to
bloodshed and sectional strife,snd perchance to disunion.
1 did not charge that they bad; I stated the facte as > now
state them j and I do trust that the Presidsm «m»I» oab-
inei will havs the power at some future periotrto tree
themeelvea from all suspicion in regard to it

Mr BELL 1 think I hava not misunderstood the
senator. So far as regards my da/enM of this
t ration, and my adhesion to it, I wishi todiaguieenothing
from myself as to what its course of policv has b«en, nor

from tlM country. I have not mqaired whether the {ov¬
er,.ment ban given sny new ordersto the rohtaiyautlior
Waa in Newltoriym pot; bgjjaal.^e amm** m

denouncing the policy of the whole proceedings ia Now
Mexico, in relation to the call of a convention aad the
formation of a State constitution, I consider the adminis¬
tration responsible for them, not proximately, hot remote¬
ly; snd tboss proceediags cannot be dietingmeted from
the policy carried into effect in California, agrf which
months sgo wss recommended plainly and boldfcM*
American Congress by the President, f bav* »0» sssn

him, or spoken to him, but I dare to cay that bs *°"Jl<l
scorn all evasion or disguise on the subjsct. Tne omcer

in command in New Mexico woold undoubtedly con-^aider himaelf authorized, by the known I*'*/ .

President, to do precissly what he sppsars to Imve oone.

israss?ii ¦.

exJlinSSMor"fV, Certainly.
Mr F(WTE I Pr,f(,r*"'.

h I am ready to adduce, nor make allega2£f against puhlic or private character which are

^i luMaroable hy proof. In this instanes ws are almost3HH of evidence, so far., the President snd
eainnet are concerned, and are instituting mqairiss on the
aubiect. It would.then.be moetillihcmTudanfau wmeropCmima that they ware connected with tbeproc^i^
inga in New Mexico, before they have had aa opportum y


